




















PUBLISHED s sk rURiAYS; BY H. BOWEN, NO. 4, PROVINCE: HOUS 





i ee ved 2 


e* ROW, NEAR THE OLD SOUTH. 12,50 PER AWNUM:! agoz! tf PATD batho! a OE. 


2 ge seiko dé. 





—— ee ore —-- ee ee 2 





7h 16 .ietG Seen eni fe vert? i 


VOL. Vil. 


‘BOSTON, SATURDAY, JANUARY r 21, i826. 








= Ee Caer wow Jk 
ta a inte wat 90 


No. 31. 


ye ly 






































ae 


vos “ep oe yess a ag enn 


NOTICE OF REV. MR. RUFFNER’S 
‘SERMON, 


No. i. 


fn this communication it is my design to notice the 
_srgament which Mr. Ruffner predicates upon the. book 
_ of Revelation. 1. do this because he places great de- 
) pendance upon it, and seems to offer it as the final de- 
cision of the protracted controversy abont the Greek 
word aion and its derivatives. He notices all the sub 
jects to which the phrase forever and ever is applied iv 
that book, and then says, ‘+ What: things then saith the 
spirit in the book of this prophecy, ehali be forenér and 
ever Pe Only these; the ruin of Christ’s enemies repte- 
‘sented by. the Mystical Babylon; the life, perfections, 
glory and reign of, God and of Christ; the felicity of 
_ tthe redeemed in beavens and the tormerits of the 
damned in the lake of fire.” He is confident that thi: 
book gives no hint that these torments will have an 
end; and feels satisfied that the doctrine of endless 
, Misery is thus established by irrefragable testimony; 
Let us now look at this argument. . It must be rest 
ed either upon the English phrase forerer aud ever, the 
. Greek phrase of which that is atranslation, or upon the 
application.of the same phrase both to the existence of 
_ God and the punishment of the wicked. ; 
If Mr. .R. rested it upon the force of the English 
. Phrase forever and ever, | reply that our inquiry should 
. be, what was the sense that the writer of the book of 
- Revelation meant to convey? Hi his meaning is not 
justly conveyed by the use of the English phrase, it is 
_wWith me of no more worth than though Mr. R. had 
_ himself framed it for his own purpose. 

If he rested his argument on the Greek phrase, eva 
tous a/onas jun aionon, rendered forerer and ever, he 
should have proved that this phrase necessarily signi- 
fies endless duration, But this he has not done, J: it ne- 
cessarily signified endless duration, it wonld pot have 
been used in the scriptures in a limited seuse, As it is 
used in a limited sense, it is evident that it does not 
necessarily signify vulimited duration. _ The very 
phrase shews that aon in its simple form may be un- 
derstood in a limited sense, even if there were no other 
proof of it. Now if aion of itself does not necessatiiy 
_ signify unlimited duration, you may compound it as 
much as you please, and then it will not. . 

Bat if lastly, as is most probable, Mr. R. depended 
on the application. of the same phrase to the existenc: 
of God, and the punishment of the wicked to prove th: 
-endless duration of the latter, it is enough to say. in 
reply, that the simple use of it does nat prove the eter- 
nity of any thing. . Andif. Mr. R. cannot by any other 
means satisfy himself that the existence of God is, 
without end, he may sometime become like those who 


Paul said were without hope and without God in the 
world. 


, But] would not by. any. means fail to take all neces- 
sary notice of that ‘sabvjoys and incontrovertible”’ rule 
which Mr, R. laid down, whereby.in every case, as he 


thinks, we are enabled to obtaip the true meaning 0! 


the. words used to sigvify. the duration of punishment 
‘That rule was noticed ty my first communication and 
is.as followe: ¥ when either. of these words “relates }« 
things belonging obly ta.this visible world, it necessarily 
bears a limited. jmense,”” Mr. Ruffner sbould hav: 
she wn _that, the ponishment spoken of in Revelation »: 
phe punisbmeut he se the false prophet, as 


, 


| apply all these things to it. 





well as those whe worship them, is to be inflicted on 
them in the future state; and then it would have fol- 
lowed, if his rule be in reality incontrovertible, that 
that punishment iseternal. But so far from doing this, 
he has ~ot even attempted it. Let us then consider 
some of the passages in Revelation... 
The following is one that he quotes: **And the smoke 

of their torment. ascendeth up forever and ever: and 
they have norest day, nor night who worship the beast 
and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark, of 
his name.” Rev. xiv, 11. Now the questionis, which 
1s most reasonable to infer from the connexion in which 
this passage is found, that it has reference to this, or to 
the futare state? If. we look into chap, xiii, we shall 
see thatthe writer there is giving ao,account of the 
rising up of two beasts, the one from the sea, the other 
from the earth. No one will contend that this took 

place out of the world in which.we live. These two 
beasts are described. -One of them was like a teop- 
‘ard; all the world wondered after him ; they worship; 
ed him. and said, **who is like unto the beast? who is 
able to make war with him?” | It. was given unto 
him to make war with the saints, and to overcome 
them, &c. Where did this take place? The other 
was in eome respects like the first : he caused the 
earth and those fhitt dwelt therein to worship the first 
heast; he made fire come down from heaven upon the 
earth ip the eight of men; he deceived those that 
dwelt on the earth, and cavsed them all, both smal! 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a 
mark ip their right band, or io their foreheads, that nc 
man could buy or sell save he: that had-the mark.— 

Was this iv this worl, or another? In chap: xiv. ‘we 
are informed of the Lamb on mount Zion, and of the 
hundted and forty-four thousand, who followed the 
Lamb whithersoerver he went. Should we not under 

stand this also with :eference to this state? We are 
next informed that an angel flew in the midst of heav- 
en, with the everlasting gospel to preach to them on 
the earth, to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. 
Whatever be meant by flying in the midst’ of heaven, 
it ie evident that the principal scenehere also is laid upon 
the earth. Another angel followed,.crying, ‘*Baby- 
lon is fallen, is fallen, that great.city.” Must we not 
anderstand this with exclusive reference to this world ? 
‘nother angel followed, giving warning to the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, and closing his speech with the 

eleventh verse of this chapter, quoted above. Have 
we found any thing yet that would lead any reasonable 
nan who is acquainted with the language of scripture, 
to believe that the Revelator. was describing things to 
take place out of this world? In the 20th and last 
verse of this chapter we read that “‘the wine press was 
trodden without the city, and blood came out of the 
wine press even unto the horses bridles, by the space 
of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.” People 
nust have singular views of th® other world, who can 
Lconfess myself unable 
fo explain the book of Revelation; but it seems to me 
that the language throughout is more agreeable to the 
things of this world, than to our views of any other. 
| Now let us look at the passage in question. “And 
they have no rest day vor night who worship the beast 
i ind his image.” Why speak of doy and night, if it be 

in the future state? It should be noticed also that 
this torment took place at the same time thie beast was 

vorshipped. “They have no rest day nor nivht, whe 





a 





a 


The circumstances are all represented ag taking. place 
atone time. Noone supposes : that this beast and his 
image are worshipped in the fature state, nor that men 
receive there the mark of his name., The time, of his 
continuance was expressly limited to ‘forty and two 
months.” How. long this may mean in prophetic lan- 
guage | will not say ; but | should think it. would at 
least shew us that the beast is not immortal. In Rey. 
xx. 1), another passage which Mr. Ruffner quotes ie 
the support of his argument, it is said thatthe devil 
who deceiveth the people ‘twae-cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, there the beast and the false pre 
phet are, and sball be tormented day and night forever 
and ever,” Mark reader, where Lhe beasi and the false 
prophet are.” Now this beast,.as lhave stated, was 
to coptinue but ‘forty and two months’? prophetie 
time, and yet it is supposed that the Jake of.fire into 
which he was cast is in the future state... .We are in- 
formed that satan was to he loosed, to go ont and de- 
ceive the nations of the earth, to gather. them together 
to battle; that they made war. with. the saints, com- 
passing their camp and the beloved city round about, 
and that fire came down from God out of heaven, and 
devoured them. Then we are jmmediately. informed 
that the devil was cast into the lake of fire, which. was 
probably the same panishment as, was represented by 
that fire which came down from God. out of heaven ; 
and who in the world would think that that was iu the 
future state? 

We might here apply Mr. Roffver’s piety but let us 
previously notice the remaining passage. whith he 
quoted from Rev. xix. 3. ‘‘And again they. said, Al- 
leluia. And her smoke rose up forever and,ever.”?— 
Mr. R. refers this to Mystical Babylon... How-he can 
apply this passage to.the future ‘state | confess. myself 
utterly unable to determine. In the preceeding chap- 
ter the language is most evidently descriptive.of tem- 
poral things. ‘And the kings of the earth,. who have 
committed fornication, and lived delicionsly with her, 
sball bewail her and lament for her, when they shaii 
see the smoke of her burning, standing afar off for the 
fear of her torment, saying, alas, alas !. that great 
city Babylon, that mighty city! for im one hour is thy 
judgment come.’’.. Can this be applied to the futare 
state? ‘And the merchants.of :the earth shall weep 
and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their mer- 
chandise avy more: The merchants of: these things 
which were made rich by ber, shall stand afar off for 
the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, and say- 
ing, alas, alas! that great city that was clothed in.fine 
linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold 
and precious stones, and pearls! For in one -hour so 
great riches is,come to nought. . And every ship mat 
ter and all the company in sbips, and sailors, and as 
many astrade by sea, stood atar off, and cried, when 
they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, what city is 
like unto this great city! And they cast dust.op their 
head¢, and cried, weeping and wailing, eaying, alas, 
alas! that great city, wherein Were made rich all that 
had ships in the sea-by: reason of her costliness ! for in 
one hour is she made desolate.” We learn from the 
above that the sutvoke’ of hey burning wis seen iy men 
on the eavth., Immediately, heaven and the ‘aposties 
and prophets are called. upon to rejoice over her, for 
sz0d had avenged. them upon her. Heaven, aposties 
«nd prophets did rejoice over her. We Jearn this ia 
‘be 19ih chapter, the first. iour verses of which read as 








worship (not who had worshipped) the beast and his 





‘image, and whosoever receireth the mak of bi: name. ”. 
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lows: ** And after these things, (those which had 
just. been described) 1 beara a great voice of wuch 
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‘support of the doctrine of endless misery. 














122 & we om o> wm &- POONBLERSALIST MAGAZINE... 4 & 22 2 go © 








by oat, 


<= ean 








ear om 








people in heaven saying, Bleluia ; } 
ry, and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God : for 
true_and righteous are his judgments ; for he hath judg- 
ed the great whore which did corrupt the earth with 
her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his ser 
vants at her band. And again they said, alleluia.— 
And‘ het’ smoke rose up forever. And the four and 
twenty elders, and the four beasts, fell down and wor- 
shiped God that sat on the throne, saying, amen, alle- 
Yuia.* This language must all relate to one subject: 
‘and it decides that the torment was [in this world. and 
"that the smoke rose up in this world. The merchants, 
“who were then mourning because people bought not 
‘their merchandise, the ship masters and the sailors saw 
the émoke of her burning ascend. Prophets and apos- 
fles rejoiced over her, and much people said alleluia, 
and her smoke rose up forever and ever.” 

‘What signification are we to give forever and ever in 


“this and other like passages,? We have an “tobyious 


‘and incontrovertible” rule by which to determine.— 
When the Greek word aion and its derivatives are ap- 
plied to temporal things, they necessarily bear a lim- 
ited sense. ‘This reader, as you will recollect, is the 


‘épinion which Mr. Ruffoer gaye in his discourse. | 


bare shewn by the use of his own rule, as well as by 
other means, that he mistook the sense of those passa- 
ges of scripture on which he principally relied for the 
I cannot 


Halton, and plo 








tight, which, if true, would Dlast it forever. “The tea- 
der is probably ready for the query which would nat- 
urally..suggest itself from the foregoing reasoning : | 
would inquire, then, whether it be consistent with the 
command we are.noticing, for God to consign any of 
bis rational intelligences to a state of hopelessness, and 
unending despair? Would this ‘be overcoming evil 
with good? It surely would not. Thus, it is, that 
men ascribe a character to God, which, if possessed by 
man, would degrade him below his natural dignity. 
The character which this sentiment attribates to our 
heavenly Father, not simply contradicts the injunction 
we have noticed, but also the command that, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all the :.eart, and 
thy neighbor as thyself—It is evident that if God has 
commanded his creatures to love him with all the 
heart, and if he loves them, that he will not accept of 
a substitute for their love to him. A reciprocation of 
that love, alone, by the creature, will compe:.sate for 
his love to them: Which evinces to us, that if the 
sentiment which would -maintain that m the room of 
our heavenly Father’s effecting a reciprocity of love 
between him and his offspring, be is satisfied with 
their eternal condemnation is false, for who does not 
see an evident contradiction here ? because if God 
commands his creatures to love him, then to say that 





he is satisfied with any thing short of this—or rather 
with that which is in direct opposition to it~ is to make 


refrain from expressing my feeling again, that! hearti-|him trangress bis own law; for if the creature were 
ly rejoice that the ablest advocates of this doctrine can | rendered endlessly miserable, it would debar it from 


do no more in its support ; and they, if they are be- 
nevolent men, will rejoice to find that doctrine false. 
Mr. Ruffoer in winding up his argument from the 
book of Revelation informs us that after the judgment 
is ovér,; the Jadge will sxy, “the that is ynjust and fil- 
thy let him be unjust and filthy still; he that is righ- 
teous’acd holy let him be righteous and holy still.” — 
And he endeavors to add strength to bis argument by 


‘infering, that men will always remain in the same sit- 


vation in which the judgment leaves them, and hence 
that their punishment must be strictly eternal. But 
sorely: this paesage of scripture does not inform us how 
long-he that is unjust and filthy shall remain so ; nor 
on the other hand how long he who is righteous and 
holy shall remain in that condition. There is not ev- 
-en a simple aion used here to determine duration. But 


aside from all this, any one who reads the passage iu / 


its connexion will see that Mr. R. has misapplied this 
also. The preceding verse reads thus: ‘“‘And he saith 
unto me, seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this 
book ; for the timeisat hand. He that is unjust,” &c. 
What relation will this bear to the future state? It is 
also necessary to notice that the things mentioned in 
this passage were to take place before the coming of 
Christ. Mr. R. says, ‘Afler the vision is closed—the 
judgment over,—the righteous in glory,—the wicked in 
torment ; the Judge himself proclaims to the prophet, 
He that is unjust, &c.” Now the reader has but to 
look at this passage in its connexion to see that the 
coming of Christ was to take place afterwards; after 
it is said, “the that is unjust let him be unjust stil!,” 
&c. Allowing then for a moment that the coming of 
Christ is yet future, the orthodox do not believe that 
the judgment takes place before that event, and hence 
Mr. R. himself must see that he bas misapplied the 
passage. RicH Arps. 
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‘ 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


“OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD.” 


There is nothing which so highly exalts the charac- 
ter of man,as a strict adherance to this command. But 
ifit so eminently distinguish the creature, how much 
more the Creator! Notwithstanding, however, this 
reasoning is admitted to be correct, there are, who re- 
present God, our heavenly Father, as violating this, 
lis. own injunction ; and portray his character in a 


love. And it is clear, if the law exercise a penalty in- 
compatible with itself, it is an abolition of itself.m.B.B. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Domoralizing effect of War. 


Ten or twelve generations of the world must go to 
the making op of one wise man or one excellent art: 


land in the succession of those ages theré happen so 
(many changés and interruptions, so many wars apd 


violences, that seven years fighting set a whole kingdom 
back in learning and virtue, to which they were creeping, 
1t may be a whole age. JERE. TAYLER. 





YOR THE UNIVEKSALIST MAGAZINE. 


TO “MARCUS.” 
JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. 
(Concluded from page 116.) 


It appears, that if the righteousness of the law be 
kept, by Jew and Gentile, circumcission would be the 
seal of it to the one, and to the vther it would be the 
substance without the sign, still, the apostle does not 
intimate that either kept the whole law, but on the 
contrary proves, that they are both under sin, the one 
with the law in their hands,—the other without the 
law. » 

Such being the character and condition of all the 
world ; what help dues the apostle bring. Does he 
preach good works or the deeds of the law of moral 
right? His preaching is not in these words. The 
word is faith, the righteousness of God by faith. To 
this you will respond yes ; but, may observe, that ‘‘the 
deeds of the law are comprehended in this righteous-: 
ness.”” In short that your meaning is the same with 
the apostles, bat ia other words, very good. But must 
we not suppose him to have a reason for not preaching 
in these words, *“‘good works, or deeds of the law of 
moral right,” as the matter of justification? 

The best reason 1 can give, is found in what fol- 
lows: 

Supposing these had been his words ; as his hearer 
and disciple, | seek justification thereby. But whilst 
I am about this work, I transgress this law or its deeds. 
Do either justify me? and why not? because they are 


f 





righteous and | am the contrary, a sinner. It is true 





that the righteousness, the work, orif you please the 
deeds of the law justify,—but the question presses, 
does it come in this way? ‘ 

When the moral law convicts me of sin, or I stand 
confessed a sinver, has it not done its office? It can 
dono more. It causes the offence to abound, and the 
purpose is finished for which it eatered—the business 
of its errand is accomplished. But there is something 
moré to be doité for the sinter, abd thére is a power 
whose agency goes beyond this. .You know what it is; 
—grace, the promise, the faith of God. What can— 
what does this do? This we know, it brings to life the 
dead in trespasses. — Believe it, and it is our resurrec- 
tion : it also possesses us of the earnest of an incorrupt- 
ible and immortal inheritance. 

To depart still further, from the cold or lukewarm 
phraseology of theological discussion. Suppose | love 
the gospel, and all its righteousness that my mind can 
discern. I meet with a provocation; my resentment 
is aroused, it beclouds my understanding, and engros- 
ses the better affections of my heart ; | vent it against 
its object, in retort and reviling. Pain, disquietude, 
and dissatisfaction with myself, and perhaps with eve- 
ry thing else, take violent possession of my bosom. ~— 
Passion is not long lived, it soon abates, and leaves my 
mind, by degrees, prepared to reflect; and my heart 
open to receive, and embrace the spirit of the gospet I 
love. The whisper, “when you are reviled, revile 
not again ;”’ at first rejected as an impertinent, obtra- 
sive guest, or the charge it carries with it, is denied, 
is soon listened to, with contrition, aod is again a sweet 
savour to the soul, My heart glows, and expards 
with life anew. Its language it, my God is love, his 
word is spirit, Llove him. Yet once more, will re- 
vile no more; this is love, then joy, them peace. 1! atn 
not only desirous,‘that the object of my resentment 
should know, that | condemn and despisé my wrong, 
but I am willing that all the world should know this 
revolution in my feelings,—for I enjoy sweet com- 
munion with Him who gives me peace. Is not this 
justification? Is not this righteousness through faith ? 
Is not this forgiveness? Is not this repentance vito 
life? Now would you say to me, ‘*you are justified by 
the deeds of the law of moral right?” But i must con- 
fess that I have not done them; my deeds are not 
righteous ; and what-is more, they are vot likely to be 
so, bet the deeds of the law are righteous. **What 
mao is there, who liveth «nd siuneth not?” May it be 
added; | know not, how often { shall fall before the 
power of templation, yet | hope and trust, to overcome 
evil with good,—bat faith provides against the worst, 
it looks through death in sin to life in righteousness 
again, and finally to life eternal. Far be it from me to 
wish to part with the enjoyment of the present, to re- 
cover it again, by doing evil that good may-come. 

Look now at the character, which the apostle bas 
drawn, of those who are under the Jaw; and you may 
discover, with how much propriety, it is applied te 
Jews and Gentiles universally. Is it not the char- 
acter of every trangressor, as such? lask myself, 
am I righteous? By the law | am a sinner. - Do I un- 
derstand? If | did | should not transgress. Have l 
not done good ? the law and its work is good. J have 
broken it, then have not kept it, or done its work.— 
This is ‘to have done not good. ‘Thus were | to run 
through with each trait, displayed under different cir- 
cumstances, (being mindful that the commandment 
comes to the heart) I must stop my mouth before each 
aod every one, and turn from the picture, with a lam- 
entalion for a@ moment, for the abounding of sin, of 
which. } am myself a living specimen, abd witness to 
this trath, even against myself. Were it otherwise, 
I might fee! flattered, in the hope, that 1 am an ex- 
ception, but in this case you have not told we how 
every mouth might be stopped. 

lf the doctrine of the apostle be herein represented 
you will perceive, with what propriety and-cousisten- 
cy therewith,—he suys, “but now the rignteousuess of 





























God withoul the law is manifested,” &c. and “‘there- 
“fore we conclude that a shan is justified by faith with- 
out the deeds of the law; and yet this law be so in- 
‘separable from the righteousness of God, i us, as to 
‘be fulfilled by it. If all the world is condemned, guil- 
ty before God, by it, how can the world be justified, 
but without it? 

“In this view” then, you may discovor a necessily 
of swpposing. that the law here spoken of, means “that 
jaw, by which, the offences in the preceding descrip- 

- tion “derived their sinfal character,” and by which, 
the character therein is applicable to Jews and Genr 
tiles universally. 

I bave tried, my dear Sir, to enter into your view, 
and yet be in the light. But lam in the dark when 
asked, ‘Has not the law by tbich is the knowledge 
of sim, a reference to good works or moral righte- 

_ousvess?” “Why should the apostle say, that no flesh 
_ shalt"be justified by that which has no reference to jus+ 
tification 7? How do we “establish the law through 
faith?” Why are. we not justified without the holy 
commandment, if as the apostle was, we are thereby 
delivered from the holy law,” §c.? 

In the passages refered to, in Galatians and Philip- 
ians, the law may ‘be viewed in as comprehensive a 
sense agin Romans, and the words flesh, justified and 
righteousness, as alluding to the letter and administra 
tion thereof, in opposition to the spirit which they re- 
ceived by the hearing of faith, and not by “the works 
of the law.” 

By being debtor te the whole law, they would be so 
involved, that it was morally certain, they would nev- 
er clear themeelves from the burden. They would 
not pay the interest, much less the principal. 

I wish not to exhaust your patience or to appear 
elaborate, though I may be prolix. Yet bear with one 
remark upon your explanation, on the 2d chapter and 
234 verse,—‘**by which (law) he appears to allude to 
that law, of which the Jews boasted, and of which cir- 
cumcision was: the seal.» The law in this verse is 
both boasted of, and broken. This denotes it to be the 
same (iii. 27) as the law of works, which does not ex- 
clude boasting. But the law, of which circumcision is 
the seal does exclude. boasting. Now if you can sat 
isfy yourself, how this law does exclude boasting, and 
yet how it does not, you must see how we are justified 
without it, and how we are nof justified without it. 

Is it not worthy of remark that the law of faith not 
only excludes boasting, but is never said to be broken. 
and yet you yourself think that by “tthe law,” which 
the Jews boasted of, and broke, the apostle alludes to 
the law of faith, or to the righteousness of the faith of 
which circumcision was the seal. 

You were understood, as you say, “All that I wish- 
ed to shew, on this point, was, that nothing short of 
real personal righteousness cun éffect our justification.” 
Bat whilst you, with one eye, may fook out of counte- 
nance, the error contained in the narrow compass of 
contracted creeds: I would have you, with the other, 
rescue the doci/rine of faith, from the odium, which 

they have been the cause of heaping upon it. 

In presenting my view of this subject, 1 have not 
done it (though it may not always appear on the 
face of it) without taking heed, lest I fall, whilst | 
think I stand on tenable ground. Yet without yoy 
I feel alone. | promise, as I love the truth, as |] love my 
brethren (for disappoiniments and misforlunes have 
pot yet made me a misanthropist) if you convince me of 
my error, that I will publish my conviction as wide as 
you have published my error. Erasmves, 





OBSERVATIONS, 

Asall the difference between the sentiments of Eras- 
mus aod Marcus, in regard,to this subject, is ouly on 
the meaning of a particular phrase of St. Paul, it is 
not thought proper to protract the controversy. 
, Marccs. {| 
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FOK THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
MAN, ' 

There is av opinion prevalent in the christian world, 
] which represents man as. being unworthy, on ‘account 
of his moral depravity, of the least notice of a just wod 
holy God ;—but, we are irresistibly impelled to dis- 
sent. from it, .That man is sinful, we do not deny ; 
but, that he is totally.so,.or even.more inclined to sin- 
fulness than the reverse, we do not admit. For, we 
are confident, if he were made to believe: that he-could 
accomplith his objects as well, by doing justly, loving 
mercy.& walking humbly with hisGod.he would sooner 
do it, than to practice the reverse.— Where is the man, 
we ask, that would filch from another the hard earn- 
{ings of industry, if he thought he could obtain them as ea 

sily in a lawful and justifiablemanner? Where is there 
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| fess that when | hear of saving immortal-gouls for the 
paltry sum af three dollars, it causes we to smile ; and 


| am persuaded that.ifthe common sense of mankind 
doesnot soon become disgusted with the speculating 
and bartering policy of modern priestcraft, the scrip- 
tture doctrine of salvation will be wholly lost, and im- 
mortal beings will be bought and: sold, with as little 
reserve, as slaves in southern maiskets. I have lately 
been asked and even /cased by my eldest daughter, in 
the presence of a dandy-drest young Clergyman, togive 
three doliars.a year, or rather, promise that I would 
assist her in paying that sum, in aid of the **Female 
Education Society,” to educate indigent young men 
for the gospel ministry. When | had inquired into the 
nature and prospects of said society, 1 was told by the 
Clergyman, that sz hundred dollars would educate a 
beneficiary for the holy work, and that each one, go 





to be found an oatlaw, so to virtue & justice & human- 
ity, that. would wantonly destroy the life of his fellow 
man, if what he wants could be obtained without it ? 
Lives there a man on the earth, so destitute of feeling, 
so dead to the common sensibilities and sympathies of 
our. atures, as to stain his hands with innocent 
blood, if he were influenced by no personal motive ; 
no desire for revenge? Can such a monster be found ? 
Can such a foul spirit breathe the pute air of heaven ? 
Oh, no. ‘Search the world over, visit the most aban- 
doned places of human sinfolness and depravity, and 
you will sometimes see the most stubborn and un- 
bending heart, yielding to the cries and pleadings of 
suffering innocence. Even the sin worn veteran,—he, 
whose life has been marked with crimes of the deepest 
hue,— will sometimes melt with sorrow at the sight of 
human misery, and listen. in melancholy silerice, to 
tales of human wo.—This incontestibly proves, that 
there is some virtue, some goodness, even in the vilest 
of sinners. 


after all, more inclined to virtue than to vice. ‘Take 
the vilest character on the earth, and | am fully per- 
saaded there is, even in him, a preponderating degree 
‘of good. We notice his vices ; speak of them fre- 
quently ; they are indeed the common topic of conver- 
sation ;~ but we pass over his virtues unnoticed. Vite 
and misery in the moral world, engage our attention im 
the same manner that earthquakes, tornadoes, and the 
like do, in the natural. They excite our notice on ac- 
count of their unfrequent occurrence. The mind of 
man is always searching for something novel—some 

thing out of the ordinary course of nature : and hence 
it is, we can account for the notice which sin and mis. 
ery excite. It is because, in comparison with their 
opposites, they seldom occur. 

Thas then, man, on the whole, sustains a character 
benevolent and good. As an imperfect being how- 
ever, we cannot expect that he will always do that 
which is lawful and right; but. though we may la- 
ment that so much evil does now exist, yet, we have 
reason to congratulate ourselves that there is such an 
extensive prevalence of virtue. We seldom entertain 
any serious apprehensions of receiving ap injury from 
any person ;~and. the reason for this is, because vir- 
tue, honor and justice preponderate, by a vast excess. 
‘Vere the reverse the fact, ‘the ‘thought of danger 
would constantly dwell in our minds. Thank Heaven, 
such is not the fact. We can transact business, at- 
tend to the various and diversified coneerns of life, ap- 


fore, our conclusion is, that man is not totally deprav- 
ed: not unwortby the notice of his Maker. Cc. 





From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


A CHEAP SALVATION,: 


_ Mr. Streeter,-I am too far advanced in years; to think 
ov the great subject of salvation, as taught in the bi 





Say what we may of man’s moral depravity, he is, | 


parently unapprehensive of the least dasiger. There- | 


educated, would, on a moderate calculation, become 
instrumental in the salvation of two hundred souls, who 
| would otherwise be eternally damned. The question 
| was then solemnly urged by the clerical beggar, wheth- 
,er | would incur the awfal guilt of refusing to co oper- 
ate in this great work. My daughter then raised her 
voice and said that, ‘**Father was so cold hearted, he 
_did not feel any concern for poor périshing sinnvers.”’ 
Bot as soon as the clamour had subsided, so that | could 
be distinctly heard, | answered in my own defence, in 
pearly the following words. ; 
| Vou ask me, Sir, if lam prepared to run the risk 
of refusing to join with you, in the great work o! sav- 
, ing souls from eter:al cCamnation? To which I answer 
|—that if I had the same views of the subject that you 
profess to have, | would not refuse for all the honours 
‘and riches of the world. I would not only give the 
| trifling sum which you crave, but I would sell all that 
I possess, and devote the avails to that object. If! 
withbeld one dalilar more than what pressing necessity 
demanded for my present wants, | should-consider my 
pgailt unpardonable. Those men, whoever they may 
be, who hoard up money—live in splendid houses— 
wear costly dress and spend their money for what sterp 
necessity does not demand to make them barely com- 
| fortable, and yet believe that an immortal soul may be 
! saved for three doliars, are not the disciples of Christ. 
Bot | de not discover that my neighbours, who projess 
‘to believe with you,are any less expensive in theis 
buildings, furniture, carriages, clothing, &c. than-! 
,am. 
Just cast your eye out at this window, Sir, if you 
| please, and see the princely mansions, in which they 
dwell. You will notice the extravagant cost for build- 
| ing fences round the front yards, and for paving and 
|ornamenting the walks in each direction ; and then 
judge whether these men, with ail-theire orthodoxy, are 
not as deep in the mud, as | am in the m/re, iv relation 
to this great work. But, Sir, I will come nearer 
home. Nowto say nothing about your elegant waich 
eslablishment, which would command cash enough to 
save three or four souls, leaving you the wateh, which 
might be just as well suspended by a piece of ribbon | 
ask you, Sir, to look at my daughter, who is all alive, 
to your soul-saving cause. Would not her rings, ear 
jrwels and veil, fetch enough to save, at least. fire souls 
from eternal damnation? And yet you consider her 
on perfectly safe ground, since she is ready to co-oper- 
ate with you, in begging for my money! No, Sir; J 
should be guil'y in the sight of my Saviour, if | did 
| hot firmly oppose such God-dishonoring schemes.”°— 
I should have proceeded farther, but my daughter had 
darted ont of the room, and the young Priest, so far 
irom being altentive, had sepaired to the gluss, and was 
carefully adjustisg his fine collar, and brushing up his 
foretop, in a style, becoming a Philadelphia lawyer.” 
He muttered over a jew apologies for his prodigal sis 
ters in the faith, [of Calvin ;] but they came with an 
ill-grace from one, whose very ® ppearavce indicated 
pride and extravagance. 


1 am astonished at the stupidity of men and women 











le, wilhout iucreased seriousnéss. But 1 must con- 


around us. Can they believe iy the Popish notion of 


























































































ei Tw 
VT een 


oe 


vo nite Liens are wig sem aera 








eer 


ee a rd 


epee teg ee NE 


> 


teen, 


ars - : 


ere 


on 


‘ oe eel oe 
et <a wma 
SE 
- re 


yee. 


vin, SE aes 


Te 
—_ 


a ee 


- - eos 
ical sigh Ate al aie TOIT EI 


ea ne: 


Se omy 


ee 


Ean 
at 


ee 


A A A lg. IB TT 








epee: DIU be F 


jens 


ee See eee ne es ~ 


Lo i ca 


a en 


anes tins = oa 





8 


- 








oS wane. 








ghandise of immortal/beings. |For my childfei’s, my 
country's sake, 1 shudder at the-thought. 
' A FATHER. | 





. DEDICATIONS, 

Within the past year, 1825, the following Univer- 
ralist Meeting-Houses have been erected and dedica- 
ted, viz. 

One in. Brooklin, Susquehannah country, Pa, Dedi- 
seated Nov: 17th. xi, 

Ove in Haverhill, Mass. Dedicated Nov. 30th. 

One in Calais, Vermont, Dedicated Nov. 13th, 

One in Nantucket, Mass. Dedicated Nov. 3d, 

One in Livermore, Maine, erected by the Univer- 
galists, Methodists and others. Dedicated Sept. 8th. 

And the Chapel in Providence, R. 1. Dedicated 
Dec. 29th. Curistian TELESCOPE. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


FUTURE RETRIBUTION. 


As the subject of a future state of retribution has re- 
ceived much attention, and as considerable ability has 
been employed, both to maintain and refute the doc- 
trine, from scripture authority ; and as | feel we}! sat- 


‘paving W soul “for three dollars, oF any humber of dol- | To reply to this question, which besure is not ne , 
lars? Blasphemous pretention! Literally making met- but bas been utged against the mniversal doctrine as| 


long as I can remember to have heard of universalisai, 
I was led to proceed as follows : ; 
1. Ifit had pleased our heavenly Father to reveal ip 
his. written word any thing: which so applies to this 
question as to make it evident that such a person, so 
living and so dying, must be punished in the world to 
come, there could be no need of this question, becate 
| such scripture-being adduced would decide the whole 
controversy... Here | paused, and intimated that if he 
believed that there was any such scripture, | expected 
he would bring it in place of his question. But he; iv 
room of intimating that any such scriptute couldibe 
brought, desired me, in a very good natured manner, 
to proceed and answer to the question 4s ft stood. My 
| Peply then, proceeded on the following scriptures as 
| its foundation t:Eecle. iv. 1,2, “So 1 returtied, and con- 
sidered all the oppressions that are done Wonder the sun: 
jand, behold, the tears of such as were oppressed, and 
| they had no comforter;.and on the side of ‘their 
Loppresors.thete was power; but they had no comfor- 
}ter. Wherefore I. praised the ctead which are already 
|dead more than the living which are ‘yet alive:?— 
| Prow. iii. 17, speaking of wisdom, Solomon says: **Her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace.’ xiii, 16, ‘The way of transgressors is hard.” 
_Isa. Ivii. 21, “There is: no peace, saith my God, to the 





| wicked.” 
- isfied, for one, that the bible teaches no such doctrine, | 


The first of the above passages seemed to meet lis 


it seems proper that I should endeavor to be able, if question as directly as if it had beeu written for that 


posmble, to give a satisfactory answer tosuch questions 


as are suggested, and such as the subject, in conjonc- | 


_ tion with the prejudices of education, is calculated to, 
_ elicit. , 
If in attending to any thing of this nature I shou] 


well supported as.1 pow think them to be, it will be | 
my duty, and | hope | should not shrink from it, to ac- 
knowledge the fact, in as public a manner as I have 
made known my present belief, 

The reason why I am now particularly inclined to 
notice some objections which are suggested, is because 


express purpose ». and taken in connexion with the 
others seemed to lay open the whole subject. Ail 


| who are oppressed under the sun enjoy as much peace 


- } and pleasantness as are the natural conséqnences of all 
e. 


led to discover that my present convictions are not so_ 


the righteousness which they practice in walking’ in 
the ways of wisdom, which leaves all their suff- rings, 
which are caused by the injustice of their oppressors, 
no other character, in. reference to themselves, than 
those physical evils possess, which are acknowledged 
to be inflicted by the hand of divine providence. Ags 
woral beings then, our enjoyments, at ail times, Cor- 





these are now more relied on to prevent people from 
giving up the doctrine of a future state of punishment, | 
than any quotations which are brought from the scrip- 
tures, which we acknowledge to be our only infallible ; 
guide. It appears very evident, that all those passa- ' 
ges, which have been generally applied to a state of' 
retribution. in a future world, are capable, to say the | 
least, of an application which finds their accomplisb- | 
ment in the present mode of existence. And it seems | 
that those who feel engaged in supporting the former | 
and general use of the above maintained pasrages are ' 
sufficiently aware of this fact, which renders it neces- 
sary for them to propese these arguments, not from 
scripture, but from reason. ; 

It is now but a few days since I enjoyed a very plea- 
sant opportunity, in conversation with an unitarian 
preacher, We found that on most of subjects, em- 
bracing doctrines, we were perfectly agreed; and | 
thought he manifested as little relish for orthodoxy as 
myself. But there was one question with which be 
seemed disposed to favor the doctrine of a fu- 
ture retribution, though he was, by no means inclined 
to contend that punishment will be endless. The 
sum. of his question was this; Ifa man of power and 
wealth oppress the honest and industrious, and swell 
his own coffers, by such oppressions ; if he, being art- 
ful, in order to cover his iniquities, goes so far ip them 
as to persecute and put the just to death, all the time 
so deceiving the public as to secure to himself the re- 
spect and even homage of society at large, and lives in 
this deceit and wickedness until old age, and dies sud- 
denly at last witbout repentance, how can it be made 
to appear that such a sinner is rewarded according to 
his works, unless he receive a punishment for bis sins 
in a future state? 


respond with the degree of moral righteousness to 
which we attain. This being established, it’ must ‘fol- 
low, of course, that the testimony which supports it 
bas equal force te maintain, én the other hand. that 
the transgressor, at al] times, as a moral being, suffers 
in a due proportion to the degree of wickedness by 
which he is characterized. The man, therefore, who 
was made the subject of the Unitarian’s question, did, 
in fact, endure a suffering, during hie whole life time, 
which corresponded with the wickedness which he 
had practiced. As to what this man appeared to enjoy, 
there certainly could notibe any more of moral enjoy- 
ment than there wasof conscions integrity in the 
means which procured his enjoyment ; and surely no 
christian ought te allow that sensually is rea! happi-| 
ness. 

If it were the sentiment of Selomon, that oppressors, 
after they die, are miserable in consequence of the op- 
pressions which they practice while they live, and that 
they. enjoy much. while they are practicing theis op- 
pressions, why should he say, as above qnoted?— 
“Wherefore L praised the, dead which ‘are already | 
dead, more than the living which aré yet alive.” — 
Whether this sort of reasoning gave my onitarian broth- | 
er any satisfaction, or not, be did not directly inform 
me; though by his smiling and making no objections 
to my answer, | thought that he did not view it to be 
very exceptionable. 

Vhere are other views which I wish to‘ take of the 
objection which has been here, in part considered,-but 
1 will wait until another opportunity, A, B. 








04 A FRONT GALLERY PEW for Sale in the 
Rev: Mr, Ballou’s Meeting+bouse.. Inquire at this 
Office. ; 














FOR THE UNIV ERSALIST MAGAZIN 
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ADDRESS: TO. THE PAST. YEAR. 


Farewell to thee, tltoe fickle phantom, fled, 

On Time's swift. fleeting car, borne far away, 

With those long past, rests thy deported abade ; 

And sunk, to rise no more, thy last! last glim’ring ray. 
{heard Arcturus howl thy natal song, 
I saw thee cradl’d in the northern zone ; 

| heard those mildef nétées,’ that pourd along, 

When erst, thow didst ascend thy burning throne, 
Short was thy race, | mark'd thy rapid flight, 

(nd trae’d thy-caurse, through ev’ry changing scene,. 
Oft have I shar’d thy bonnty with delight, 

And gaz‘d with pleasure, on thy face, serene. 
But, think not I, thy hasty flight would mourn, 
Or pray thee’ to résnine thy varied reign; ” 
Phat IT would call thée from thy dreary bourn, 
Or one, of all thy mom: nts past, regain. 

th! nor Farewell! $ honor'd thee. while here, 
But gone,.! covet not thy moments flown, « 

hy dark’ving frowns have_cost me. many_a teas, 
Che pangs, thou hast inflicted, many a groan. 
Transient tis trne, and short my days appear, 
But yet, to lengthen out this mortal strife, 

} would not fain arrest the passing’ year, 

To add another to the ¢pan of: life. + 

True, thou hast oft, with gladvese eheer’d my heart, 
And lull’d with placid smil+s, my cares to rest; 

But yet too oft, thon bad?st, those joys depart, 

To rend with agony this throbbing breast. 

Bat still, against thee I would not repine, 

Nor, for thy ills, thy niemory detest; 

For thou wast subject to the Pow’r Divine, 

That Pow’r, that orders al] things for the best. 

A last-adieu — thy..destin’d-course is run; 

Thy work is finish’d, and thy labor.o’er : 

I hail’d with pleasure, thy first rising sun, 

Thy last sun set, | ne’er would see thee more. 
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¢ FoR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZIN EB. 
A CHARITY HYMN. 


Come, taste the fruits which kindvess yields, 
: A bliss so rich, so rare ; ; 

No spices of Arab’an fields 

So well repays your care. 


Come, grant to suff’ring need a part 
Of your abundant store, - 

And pour a balsam in the heart 

Mf the distress’d and poor. 


Where cold and hunger both distress 
The cheerless child of want, 

There charity delights to bless, 

And joys relief to grant. 


Where modest worth in sorrow. bleeds, 
And tastes her woes alone, 

Go, Charity, see-what she needs, 

And kindly grant the boon. 


So shall our heav’nly Father’s love 
Its sweetest fraits impart, 
Each deed of charity approve, - 


And bless.each lib’ral heart. HB. 
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CHARITY LECTURE, 

A Sermon will be preached. bythe Rev. “Mr. Bat.nou 

at his Meeting-house Tomorrow Evening, at 6 o'clock, 

after which a Collection will be taken to aid the Fe- 

male Philantnrophic Society in their .charitable pur- 

poses. ‘ he Rad BO" 
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MARRIED IN THIS CI 
. By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Joh 
Elizabeth H. Pitman. 


By Rev. Mr. Wayland, Mr. 
Miss Mary Smith Richardson. 
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William Manning to 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 


. Ov Saturday last, Mrs. Rebecca Homer, aged 95. 
On Sunday last, Mrs. Sarah Mackay;66. °" ~ 
Mrs.. Ann Wales, 43, wife of T. B. Wales, 





Mrs. ath Gray, wife of Mr. John G. aged 63. 3 | 





